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Dr. Roy M. Reed, was born near Coalgate, Oklahoma,

June 17, 1926, the son of James Hershel and Roxie Reed,

and passed from this life June 19, 1986. He began his

public schooling in Oklahoma City, although most of it

was received in Stamford, Texas. While he was still a

teenager his family moved to Tulare, California, where

he completed his high school work.
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Recommended  reading for those
interested in California Baptist

History for the 1890’s.
While written by a secular journalist, it cov-

ers some fertile soil.

     Imagine if you will my surprise when I
discovered that pastor Gibson was a regular
contributor to The Baptist Sentinel, published
in The Dalles, Oregon in the 1890’s.
     This Baptist paper was a bastion for Land-
mark Baptists on the Pacific Coast.

     This book will make you raise your eye-
brow and go Hmmm.

—The editor

See more about Gibson on page 10
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Obituary  Richard LeRoy Stevenson, Sr.

   Richard LeRoy Stevenson, Sr. was received into the arms of Jesus, on April 24, 2014. Born
in Poteau, Oklahoma. A long time resident of Yuba City, California for 77 years.

   He is survived by his loving wife, Betty Stevenson of 59 years; his son, Mike Stevenson
and daughter in-law, Jean of Yuba City, CA; his daughter, Lisa Wright and son in-law, Mi-
chael Wright of Yuba City, CA; his daughter, Paula Stevenson of Red Bluff, CA; and numer-
ous grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Preceded in death by his father and mother, Walter and Pauline Stevenson; his brother, Gerald Stevenson; and
his son, Richard Stevenson, Jr.

   He was a loving husband and father to his family. He was a great provider and had a strong work ethic. Serv-
ing in the National Guard, also. He was an owner/operator in the Pest Control industry for 57 years. He has
been retired for 2 years. He was a Deacon at Landmark Missionary Baptist Church in Ukiah, CA when God
called him into the ministry, and shortly after that to the Landmark Missionary Baptist Church in Marysville,
CA where he served as pastor for 20 years. He has been a member of New Hope Missionary Baptist Church in
Oroville, CA for 22 years.

Published in Appeal Democrat on May 9, 201

Landmark Jubilee 1931-1981
Booklet—Published by FMBC Yuba City, CA

California State Missionary Baptist Association

Images captured at Memorial Service—May 1, 2014—New Hope MBC, Oroville
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Connie Columbus Wright—
Memorial

Modesto Bee—March 3, 2002

From the Archives File
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Searchlight March 1952 At LMBC Martinez
Perdue Photo File

With L. D. Perdue at FRMBC—Riverbank

Wright, Connie C.
Brother Connie was born December 4, 1928, in Glenwood, Arkansas. He was saved and
baptised in Sanger, California. On February 18, 1951, he surrendered to the ministry in the
FMBC in Sutherland Oregon. On January 1, 1954 he was ordained by the FMBC in Ceres.
He pastored the Missionary Baptist Church, Keyes from 1953-56; LMBC in Martinez; and the
EMBC in Riverbank from 1957-63 and from 1965-69. He attended the Pacific Coast Bible
Institute, Riverbank from 1950-51; Missionary Baptist Seminary, in Little Rock, Arkansas in
1952; and Ceres Bible School in 1953.

Excerpt from: History of Landmark Baptists of California—Vol. Two
Published by the History & Archives Committee of the Cooperative Association of Missionary Baptist Churches of California.
—Page 229.

Connie Columbus Wright—
Memorial

From the Archives File
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Association Photo Gallery
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Connie Columbus Wright—
Memorial Service

Eld. Robb Gonzales delivering the Memorial Sermon.

Mark Malone, Connie’s Nephew, during Service

Sample Sermon

The Wright’s after Service—Darrel, Lee & Phil

A portion of those gathered.
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Bynum, Raymond L. (Left Work)
Brother Raymond was born in Fayetteville, AR on January 20, 1938. He married Virginia Butler June 2, 1956 and to this
union was born two children. He found the Lord as his Savior March of 1955. The Lord called him to preach and he was
licensed by Corcoran MBC October 7, 1970 and ordained by the South Gate MBC church in 1971.
He attended CMBI from 1963-66. After his ordination he became pastor of Olive Hill MBC in Oroville from 1971-81.
He pastored the FMBC of Salinas from 1981-94.
While at Salinas his wife Virginia came down with cancer and passed away.
He served as missionary in Madera sponsored by the Armona church. He resigned the mission and briefly accepted the
small church in Santa Maria after which he retired.
Excerpt from History of Landmark Baptists of California—Vol. Two—Published by the History & Archives Committee of the Co-
operative Association of Missionary Baptist Churches—of California.—Page 29.

Raymond Bynum—January 20, 1938—January 24, 2014
Memorial

1964 CMBI Photo 1965 CMBI Photo Ray & Virginia Bynum

1974—1981 Clerk
Sacramento Valley
 Missionary Baptist

Association

Ray & Rachel Bynum
1992 Yearbook—Cooperative Association

of Missionary Baptist Churches of California
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Raymond Lee Bynum
January 20, 1938—January 24, 2014

Life Legacy
Raymond Lee Bynum of Fresno passed away on Friday, January 24, 2014 at age 75. He was

a minister.
     He is survived by his wife, Rachel Verburg Bynum; his children, Steven Bynum and his
wife Marcie Bynum of Salinas, Teresa Yockey and her husband Carl Yockey of Corcoran;
step-children, Angie Verburg and her husband Greg Schlepp of Longmont, Colorado; daugh-
ter-in-law, Melanie Verburg of Fresno, Anna Dennis of Fresno, Melanie Izard and her husband
David Izard of Fresno; grandchildren, Bynum side of family, Joshua Baker, Kimberly White,
Patricia Guzman, Paul Baker, Sean Bynum and Kerry Bynum; 10 great-grandchildren; grand-
children Verburg side of family, Joshua Verburg, Jake Verburg, Austin Verburg, Tyler Ver-
burg, Christian Dennis, Jenny Dennis, Beth Izard and Rebekah Izard, all of Fresno; and his
brother, Rick Bynum of Henderson, Nevada.

This memorial provided by:
Farwell Funeral Service
Memorial Networks™ Partner Provider: Batesville Interactive. All rights reserved. | Funeral Home Website by Batesville

Raymond Bynum—January 20, 1938—January 24, 2014
Memorial
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Pastor John George Gibson

Gibson was named as Jack the Ripper by author Robert Graysmith in the book The
Bell Tower. Graysmith makes the claim that Theo Durrant, a 24 year old medical stu-
dent, who was arrested, found guilty and executed on 7 January 1898 for the murder
of two women, Blanch Lamont 18, and Minnie Williams 21, in San Francisco's Bap-
tist Church, was in fact innocent of the crime and that the real culprit was John George
Gibson, the church pastor. Graysmith then goes on to claim that Gibson was also re-
sponsible for the Whitechapel murders. Graysmith claims Gibson was In London
when the murders occurred, and suddenly left shortly after.

John George Gibson was born in Edinburgh on 14 August 1859, and at the time of the
Whitechapel murders was 29 years of age, 5ft 9"tall, fair haired with a small sandy

moustache, well built and broad shouldered. According to the San Francisco News, Gibson confessed on his deathbed
to Charlie Floyd, in the spring of 1912, that it was he, and not Theo Durrant, who murdered Blanch Lamont and
Minnie Williams. Unfortunately the person Gibson supposedly confessed to, Charlie Floyd, never actually existed and
appears to be a hybrid of several different people. There is no evidence Gibson was in London at the time of the Ripper
murders and it is believed he was serving at a church in Scotland at the time. While Graysmith produces no evidence
that Gibson was responsible for the Whitechapel murders, he also provides no evidence that Gibson perpetrated the
murders in San Francisco's Baptist church either, or that Theo Durrant was actually innocent of the crimes.

Sources:- http://www.casebook.org/ripper_media/book_reviews/non-fiction/cjmorley/66.html
Image Source:- California Digital Newspaper Collection >  San Francisco Call > 25 August 1895 >

EX-JUROR BROWN VISITS PASTOR Gibson

March 2014 Breakfast with brethren from Carmichael Baptist Church
Left - Right: George Townsend, Jr.; Bill Brown, pastor; Bob Cullifer; Robert Cash, and Benjamin Campbell


